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Child Life International Newsletter    
   

                     August 2008
Disaster Strikes Again!

Dear Friend,

Greetings from Romania!
I want to share with you the following report which was sent to me by one of our partners in Northern Romania.
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“As some of you would know we had some flooding in our area. I have seen this on TV, and thought it was not too serious. But then someone from our church went to have a look and I got to see some pictures. I was a bit shocked, so in the same day, I decided that I have to see it for myself. What I meant to have a nice drive in the country became a true dramatic reality of a village that was in despair. First I have noticed the sadness and the quietness of the village. There were lots of people on the street, it was like there was a grotesque celebration in the village, but there was no music. Then I saw lots of people on the street, and all were dirty, with dirty hands. Then came the smell. It was a smell of dead animals, and of dirty water. It was bad. Lots of houses were totally destroyed, and mud was everywhere. Hundreds of people have lost everything!  
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Let me tell you of the first person I met there. It is a lady carrying her bedding. I stopped the car and saw her with lots of damaged, dirty things in her hand. I asked her what she is doing with them, because they looked so bad. She said that it was her bedding and she was going to wash it. I looked at her face to see if she was making a joke, but she was not. She was very serious.  I said to let them go, because we have new ones in the van and we will give her as much as she needs. She told me again, that it was HER bedding and she is going to wash them. I insisted and said: “Look, we have new ones, throw them away.” She was not going to do that. I told her that we have blankets, we have clothes and we can give her what she needs. She told me that it was hers, and she would wash it. We gave her some new things, and I hoped she would not wash hers anymore. But 4 hours later I came by, and saw hanging on the edge of the road, her little things nicely washed, and tattered, but clean.” Please pray for this village as they need much help. Homes have been washed away. We will do everything we can to give as much assistance as possible. In this process, we need your help.
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Wood project (winter warmth) continues. We are excited that the wood project is now underway for this winter. In our last newsletter I’ve mentioned the plight of the children, the elderly, and other disadvantaged people who are hit extremely hard by the cold winters in Northern Romania. Many of these people have very little wood if any to heat their houses. It is our desire to extend God’s merciful hand to these people and assist them in surviving the winter with heat, food, blankets and shoes.

The situation has been compounded by the disastrous floods this summer. Please pray with us that we will have the resources to buy the 30 tons of wood bricks to help these people. One ton can be bought for $200, which will help one family survive the winter.
As of August 27, 2008 we have been able to buy 5 tons and money for 15 more tons is on the way. Praise God for His faithfulness! What a blessing for these dear people! I’ll keep you posted on our progress.  Don’t miss the opportunity to be involved in helping these people! We’re more than half way to our goal for this winter. We need your prayers and your financial support to reach it.


In the winter months children are the most vulnerable to the severe cold. I was blessed yesterday when I received a phone call from Peace Lutheran Church from Rogers, AR, telling me that the ladies who make quilts to minister to babies had a bunch to go to Romania. What a ministry and what a joy it will be to present these to needy mothers and their children! Ladies, thank you so much for this ministry of love!
Most of the things that I’ve asked you to help us with in our newsletters have all gone to others outside of our ministry. As a mercy ministry we always want to reach out to others.  However, there are a few needs that we have within the ministry that will help us do a better job in reaching out to the people we are committed to.  Below is a list of things which we really need. 

1. Finish the heating system at the warehouse – Approximate cost: $400.
2. Replace two windows and two outside  doors with energy efficient ones;  - $1500
(We have single pane windows, which do not work well during the cold winters.)

3. Our current laptop computer is 10+ years old and we desperately need to have a new laptop computer, before the old one breaks. (I am in hopes that I can take a new one with me when I returned to Romania on the 2nd of October.) Approximate cost: $800 - $1000.

4. We need a mission - construction team, approximately 6 people, to help us build stairs and do general construction work at the warehouse in Romania. (Our current stairs are extremely steep and very dangerous.)

I would like to express my appreciation and thanks for all the assistance and help that each of you has given the ministry of Child Life International.

Thank you for your prayers and your support. Your investment in the needy people of Romania will not go without a great return. God bless each one of you! 

Frank Bullock, your servant in Romania
