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Floods Leave Trail of Destruction in Eastern Romania

Europe's second-longest river, the Danube poured over dams and burst defenses throughout central and southeastern Europe during April as melting snow and heavy rains raised water levels to century highs. While the levels have receded slightly in recent days officials indicate many waterlogged dikes could still give way because of the prolonged pressure of high water levels. 
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22 of Romania's 47 counties have been hit by the heaviest seasonal flooding in 110 years, with the southwest and southeast regions most affected. Recent reports indicate a total of 11,000 people have already been evacuated - nearly 9,000 people in Dolj alone, the county most affected, with 27 villages and towns underwater. Some 1,200 houses have been affected and those built of mud bricks, a common building material, have collapsed or are about to collapse because of water infiltration. 
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There is particular concern about substandard sanitary conditions and the possible spread of disease, both for people living in makeshift camps, and for others, where latrines, wells and water networks are flooded out. Please pray for the men, women, and children victimized by the floods. 
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Preparation for the Harvest

As I stood on a hillside in Dersca, Romania, located near the Ukraine border, overlooking 20 acres of Child Life farmland, I marveled at God’s unwavering provisions. The Child Life fields, planted with rye this past fall, are lush and green. It is our prayer that, once harvested in the fall, the rye may be ground into flour to be used in making fresh bread for the Romanian children.  

The Harvest, both in the natural and the spiritual realm, comes in God's time, and our best efforts don't always produce immediate results. In farming, many months pass between planting and harvesting. During this waiting period the crops must be nurtured and protected so they can thrive and grow. Sometimes we sow and other times we reap. Much of what we do today will only reveal results many months or years from now. Sometimes God requires that we plant and nurture in faith that others will one day gather the results. May we not grow weary, but remain steadfast, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
Relief Efforts
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During March we shipped a 40-ft. container carrying 44,000 lbs. of food to Romania. The container arrived in Romania the first of April. Without delay the container cleared customs and was transported to the Child Life Distribution Center. Distribution of the food commodity is underway. Praise the Lord for His provisions!

Much of Romania’s population lives below the poverty line. The lack of purchasing power has forced many Romanians to buy less of the more expensive high-protein rich foods leading to increased nutritional deficiencies.  Rising prices are being felt acutely by the Romanian people because they have little disposable income to absorb drastic price increases. With your support, we continue to assist the Romanian people as they struggle to cope with significant hardships brought by years of communism and recent reforms as the country prepares for entry into the European Union in 2007. Please pray God will provide righteous leaders from the churches and government to resolve these pressing conflicts.  

Child Life Distribution Center
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The mayor’s office recently authorized the installation of water, gas, sewage, and electric power supply lines in the village where the Child Life Distribution Center is located. For years, the Child Life Distribution Center has had no independent access to these utilities. Child Life workers and volunteers have faithfully worked in the cold of winter and the heat of summer at the distribution center without the basic amenities of running water or heat. I have spent many winter nights at the distribution center through the years, but as the saying goes, “I am not as young as I used to be.” Due to detrimental health consequences, I find that I can no longer subject myself to the cold, damp conditions.
We believe the Lord has commissioned the Child Life Distribution Center to be a lighthouse in northern Romania. The strategic location of the Child Life Distribution Center has enabled us to reach out to thousands in need in the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Access to basic utilities will allow us to better facilitate workers who are committed to serving the Romanian people. 
By coordinating with the utility companies now, while they are working in the village, Child Life International will be able to obtain access to the water, gas, sewage, and electric lines in the most efficient and cost-effective manner available.  The estimated cost for the water, gas, sewage, and electric is $6,500.00. Would you prayerfully consider helping us defray the cost of this project?  
Palazzo Family

We are delighted to announce that Scott, Brenda, and Daniel Palazzo are moving to Suceava, Romania. The Palazzo family is moving from the town of Cluj located 200 miles west of Suceava. Over the past several years, Scott, Brenda, and Daniel have faithfully commuted from Cluj to Suceava, to assist with ongoing efforts at the Child Life Distribution Center. Their new home is located only minutes away from the Child Life facilities. We have prayed for a number of years the Lord would send someone to Suceava to work with us on a full time basis. We believe the Palazzo family is God’s answer to our prayers! Please pray for the Palazzo family during this time of transition. 
Bird Flu
Authorities in Romania are continuing to kill thousands of birds after an outbreak of the bird flu. The strain found in Romania was tested and confirmed to be H5N1, the same lethal strain which struck in Asia, killing more than 60 people. Romania has introduced sweeping measures to contain the outbreak. Affected regions have been placed under quarantine. Romanian authorities reported cases of H5N1 in 83 communities in recent weeks after farms in the central town Codlea illegally sold live poultry to small farmers in nearby areas, facilitating the spread of the lethal virus. Most outbreaks of H5N1 were confirmed near Codlea but some occurred on the edges of the capital, Bucharest. An additional 23 sites are under investigation in the counties of Mures, Arges and Brasov. According to Romanian officials, one million birds have been culled in recent weeks. No human cases of H5N1 have been reported in Romania. Please pray for wisdom for the Romanian authorities and for the protection of all Romanian citizens. 

God bless you,

Frank Bullock

President - Child Life International


"Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.… Defend the rights of the poor and needy." �                                    Proverbs 31:8-9 
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Child Life International has sent 12,000 lbs. of food and blankets to assist flood victims in eastern Romania.





Thank you for your faithful prayers and support. Through your compassion and generosity you have brought love, encouragement and a renewed hope for the future to thousands of Romanian children and their families.  You have stood in the gap on behalf of the widows and orphans, the elderly, the poor, and displaced. Because of your overwhelming compassion, the lost and hurting are learning to live each day by faith not fear, by hope not despair, by love not self. From the depths of our heart we thank you for your sacrifice and commitment! It is your compassion and resolve that enables us to respond to the critical needs of the Romanian people.














Child Life International endeavors to issue newsletters on quarterly basis. In response to ongoing requests from our Child Life Partners, we have enclosed three return envelopes to cover the months between mailings. If you would like to receive Child Life updates via e-mail please provide your e-mail address on the enclosed form and return to the address below. 








P.O. Box 3023  Bella Vista, AR 72715  Tel: (479)787-5977  Fax: (479)787-5971
www.childlifeinternational.org E-mail: postmaster@childlife.primegateoffice.net
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